


The mission of the Department of Mechanical 

and Aerospace Engineering is the education 

of professionals in mechanical, aerospace, 

and nuclear engineering, the dissemination of 

knowledge and technology, and the development 

of innovative solutions to problems in these fields. 

The department is currently home to 52 tenured 

and tenure-track faculty and also includes 4 

clinical faculty. Department faculty members not 

only engage in their own award-winning research, 

but they also support graduate students’ research 

efforts by serving as advisors and mentors.  

Many best paper or presentation awards have 

been bestowed upon department researchers, 

including faculty members, students and 

research staff.

In the past four years, our junior faculty have 

received 15 prestigious research grants from 

institutions such as the National Science 

Foundation, the Department of Defense, and 

the Department of Energy among others. Along 

with our more senior faculty, they continue to 

conceive, design and build innovative engineering 

applications that bolster the reputation of our 

department.

11,000 Strong  
At the end of this academic year, alumni with ties to the 

department will exceed 11,000 individuals. We are proud 
of the significant contributions that our alum are making 

to organizations of all varieties both domestic and abroad. 
 

Alumni Recognition 
 

Each year some of the most esteemed of our graduates 
are recognized by the College of Engineering for their 

personal achievements, contributions to their field 
of engineering, or for their service to the College of 

Engineering. The 2012 Engineering & Architecture Alumni 
Awards, presented during Homecoming Weekend, October 

5-6, honored four individuals who received degrees 
from one of our engineering programs. Included were: 

James Hileman (BS ‘98, MS ‘00, and PhD ‘04 all in ME), 
who received the Texnikoi Outstanding Alulmni Award; 

Vijay Kumar (MS ‘85 and PhD ‘87 both in ME) and Darrel 
Kohlhorst (BS ‘70 AE), each received a Distinguished 

Alumni Award; and Justin Berger (BS ’08 ME), was 
presented a Special Alumni Recognition award. 

 
 

Inspired Success 
 

From the speed records set by the Buckeye Electric 
Motorcycle Team to the fine textbooks recently authored 

by our faculty and the research published in noted journals 
such as Nature, the work of our students and faculty 

   inspires us all to challenge the limits of what we 
		   imagine to be our personal best. In 
		  recognition of their many achievements, 

please consider making a contribution  
to an engineering fund that will have 

			   a lasting impact on the next 
generation of engineers.
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Consistently 
Competitive
Students admitted to the mechanical engineering B.S. 
degree program are now earning an average GPA of 3.5. 
Our undergraduates and graduate students alike embody 
the definition of scholar. Some of the more presitigious 
awards and scholarships recently bestowed upon our 
students in the department include: 

•	 National Science Foundation Graduate Research 
Fellowships to mechanical engineering graduate 
students Kelsey Shaler, Marie Pinti, and Sarah 
Schloemer 

•	 ASEE SMART Scholarship  to mechanical engineering 
graduate student Mark Riggs

•	 National Defense Science and Engineering Graduate 
Fellowships to aerospace engineering graduate 
students Stuart Benton and Zach Riley

•	 Ohio Student-Faculty Research Fellowship to 
aerospace engineering graduate student Majid 
Sahin and Professor Datta Gaitonde, by the Air Force 
Research Laboratory/Dayton Area Graduate Studies 
Institute 

•	 Department of Energy, Nuclear Energy University 
Programs Fellowship to nuclear engineering graduate 
students Rachel Benish and Michael Pietrykowski. In 
addition, a NASA STRF grant was awarded to nuclear 
engineering graduate student Michael Eades
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                Fellows
Our highly distinguished faculty have garnered national and international 

recognition and are members of more than a dozen professional societies, 

including ASME, AIAA, SAE and one faculty member has been elected to the 

prestigious National Academy of Engineering.

Faculty Recognition
The department is home to two eminent scholars, five recipients of the 

university’s distinguished teaching award, and a distinguished scholar. In 

addition, one faculty member has received the distinguished faculty service 

award and eight are endowed chairs or hold a named professorship. 

 

Degree Programs
The department has established three degree granting programs, including: 

BS, BS/MS, MS, PhD in mechanical engineering; BS, BS/MS, MS, PhD in 

aeronautical and astronautical engineering; Undergraduate minor, MS and PhD 

in nuclear engineering.
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Enrollment (AU 2012) Degrees Granted (SU11-SP12)

Undergraduate Students

Mechanical Total 1337
Major 645
Pre-Major 692

Aerospace Total 392 
Major 148
Pre-Major 244

Mechanical 248
Latin Honors 83
Engineering Honors 27
Honors Thesis18

Aerospace 58
Latin Honors 17
Engineering Honors 2
Honors Thesis 1

Graduate Students

Mechanical 300
MS 172
PhD 128

Aerospace 49
MS 21
PhD 28

Nuclear 36
MS 16
PhD 20

Mechanical 114
MS 86
PhD 28

Aerospace 16
MS 14
PhD 2

Nuclear 8
MS 7
PhD 1






